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Blue Q is a gift manufacturer in 
Pitts�eld, MA. We’ve been creating 
useful and beautiful socks, reusable 
bags and much, much more for over 
35 years. We’re a small company 
but we try to make a big difference. 
Here are some of the things we do to 
reduce our impact:

Products:  We use recycled ma -
terials to produce all of our sturdy 
and stylish bags. Used polypropyl -
ene plastics like old rice sacks are 
melted down to produce the woven 
fabric they’re printed on.

Packaging: We’ve been working 
to reduce our packaging footprint, 
speci�cally with regard to unrecy -
clable plastics. The packaging for 
some of our newest categories is 
completely plastic free, and we’re 
working to phase plastics out wher -
ever possible.

Building : We �nd ways to reuse 
and repurpose useful things wher -

ever we can. The iconic stone arch -
way that greets everyone who en -
ters our building was created using 
bricks from the old Harry’s Super -
market that stood on Elm Street for 
70 years! We turn broken shipping 
pallets into beautiful walls for our 
building’s interior, and scrap card -
board that doesn’t get recycled can 
often become works of art or props 
for photo shoots and birthday par -
ties. 

Gardening and Composting:  
We have a giant garden that pro -
duces tons of delicious stuff that 
we harvest and eat and take home. 
Food scraps from our kitchens, both 
at work and at home, are collected 
by Tommy’s Compost Service for 
composting, creating nutrient-rich 
soil that’s used locally.

Energy: Our on-site solar array 
has fully powered our West Housa -
tonic Street building for over ten 

years, even in the summer when the 
air conditioning is blasting.

We know that much more is pos -

sible and we’re excited to keep �nd -
ing ways to reduce our impact on 
planet earth!
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If one thing ma�ers, everything ma�ers
Some of the stu� we’re working on at Blue Q to reduce our impact

Learning to grow our own food is a great way to stay connected with why we need 
& respect our planet. Here, an expert gardener works with a member of Blue Q’s 
Arts & Assembly department in one of our raised garden beds

BERKSHIRE BUSINESS LEADERS IN WASTE REDUCTION
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R� M BY R� M RECYCLING
HAPPENS IN WESTERN MASS

IN THE O� ICE

FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS

IN THE 
BATHR� M

IN THE KITCHEN

NO!

NO!

NO!
NO!

Lists are not all-inclusive. Sime of the items marked as “NO” are recyclable in separate programs. Please see “What 
Do I Do With...?” in this guide. For more information and downloadable guides like this one, see springfi eldmrf.org.

3YES!

3YES!

3YES!

3YES!
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de These great recycling resources
make diverting useful discards easier

Recyclingguides
helpyoumake

therightchoices

Paper recycling BinNo-nosContainer recyclingRecyclingbasics

5
great
short
videos
tell the
story.

Trashor
recycling

bin?
Aquizwill
help you
sort it out.

Takeaquiz!

The Springfield Materials Recycling Facility (MRF). We process household containers and paper.

Sorted
material
ready
for sale

Owned by the State of Massachusetts, the MRF sorts, bales, and
markets household recyclables from 65 western Massachusetts
communities.

For additional information visit SpringfieldMRF.org

Download these guides from Springfieldmrf.org/whats-recyclable-at-the-mrf. Similar guides in eight languages can be found at RecycleSmartMA.org

Find quizzes & more at RecycleSmartMA.org (MassDEP’s outreach & educational initiative)

Videos can also be accessed at Springfieldmrf.org

What
ismy

material
made
into?


