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If one thing ma ers, everything ma ers

Some of the stu we’re working on at Blue Q to reduce our impact

Blue Q is a gift manufacturer in
Pitts eld, MA. We've been creating
useful and beautiful socks, reusable
bags and much, much more for over
35 years. We're a small company
but we try to make a big difference.
Here are some of the things we do to
reduce our impact:

Products:
terials to produce all of our sturdy
and stylish bags. Used polypropyl
ene plastics like old rice sacks are
melted down to produce the woven
fabric they’re printed on.

Packaging: We've been working
to reduce our packaging footprint,
speci cally with regard to unrecy
clable plastics. The packaging for
some of our newest categories is
completely plastic free, and we're
working to phase plastics out wher
ever possible.

Building : We nd ways to reuse
and repurpose useful things wher

We use recycled ma -

ever we can. The iconic stone arch
way that greets everyone who en
ters our building was created using
bricks from the old Harry's Super
market that stood on EIm Street for
70 years! We turn broken shipping
pallets into beautiful walls for our
building’s interior, and scrap card
board that doesn’t get recycled can
often become works of art or props
for photo shoots and birthday par
ties.

Gardening and Composting:
We have a giant garden that pro
duces tons of delicious stuff that
we harvest and eat and take home.
Food scraps from our kitchens, both
at work and at home, are collected
by Tommy’s Compost Service for
composting, creating nutrient-rich
soil that's used locally.

Energy: Our on-site solar array
has fully powered our West Housa
tonic Street building for over ten

Learning to grow our own food is a great way to stay connected with why we need
& respect our planet. Here, an expert gardener works with a member of Blue Q’s
Arts & Assembly department in one of our raised garden beds

years, even in the summer when the
air conditioning is blasting.
We know that much more is pos -

sible and we're excited to keep nd -
ing ways to reduce our impact on
planet earth!

90uel BAGS THE SYSTEM FOR CARRYING YOUR STUFF.

HOW BLUE Q BAGS ARE MADE

STITCHED OFF TO
WOVEN INTO PRINTED o JUST WORK
GROUND  MELTED FRESH 6 WITH SIZE RIGHT  THEY 6o
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ROOM BY ROOM RECYCLING

HAPPENS IN WESTERN MASS
IN THE OfFFICE

Lists are not all-inclusive. Sime of the items marked as “NO" are recyclable in separate programs. Please see “What
Dol Do With...?"inthis guide. For more information and downloadable guides like this one, see springfieldmrf.org.
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These great recycling resources

make diverting useful discards easier

RECYCLE‘” WESTERN MASS RecyCIing QUides REC'CLAJE en Western Mass

please recycle these n
papers & containers: ¢

Favor de reciclar
los siguientes papeles
y ervases:
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= Papel: sobres con ventanas, revistas, Favor de vaciar y limpiar Plastico: (envases de 25 galones 0 menos)
Paper: anvelopes with windows, Empty and cloan all Plastics: (2.5 gallons or less) food containers- - periédicos, folletos publicitarios, todos los envases y volver  contenedores de alimentos: mantequilla, yogur,
magazines, newspapers, inserts, containers. Replace margarine, yogurt, cooking oil, condiments, notas autoadhesivas, tarjetas de a poner las tapas en los aceite de cocina, cendimentos, mantequilla de
junk mail, post-it nates, business lids and caps. peanut butter; beverage botties and jugs- presentacion, catilogos, papel recipientes. mant; botellas y jarmas de bebidas: refresco, agus,
cards, catalogs, white and colored Aluminum: cans, fail, soda, water, juice, milk: clear plastic damshells, blance y coloreado, cartdn ondulado,  Aluminio: Latas, papel de jugo, leche; botelias de detergents; vasos y
paper, corrugated cardboard, pie pans clear plastic egg cartons, clear plastic cups; cajas de cartdn (g]. cajas de cereal).  giyminio, moldes de aluminio  contenedores de plastico transparentes, cartones

paperboard (for example, cereal
boxes), empty pizza boxes (no
food or liners), paperback books,

personal care bottles-shampoo, soap,
conditioner; detergent b

<ajas de pizza vacias, lbros de pasta de husvos transparentes; envases de jabdr,
Acera: i

Dnde. cartuling, pape pera envolver eononee 2> o0 0 "9 crampy acondicionador

regalos, bolsas d regaias, y papel

Steel: (tin) cans, bever-

age and pet food cans

; . s " Alica, | Cartones: de leche, juge, I
cermcrmper o s Sresmie | INL @y et b o | INO 4
tissue paper and gresting cards Z“””‘ soyrmilk af n sttt Kl il s polly sl bebidas o
(no metallic inks, foil, wire, glitter, oxEs = = Vidrio: frascos y mr;un de
batteries) Glass: food, beverage For a complete YES & NO list of what can alimentos y bebida: *Para saber mas sobre reciclar visite nuestra

bottles and jars ba recycled visit wwaw.springfieldmrf.org. pagina www.springfieldmri.org.
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Videos can also be accessed at Springfieldmrf.org

Trashor
recycling

bin?
A quiz will

help you
sort it out.

Find quizzes & more at RecycleSmartMA.org (MassDEP’s outreach & educational initiative)
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Springfield Owned by the State of Massachusetts, the MRF sorts, bales, and

markets household recyclables from 65 western Massachusetts
communities.

For additional information visit SpringfieldMRF.org




